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Cities In Crisis
A Special Analytic Report on High School Graduation
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Introduction

Graduationrates have become a prominent feature in the landscape of high school reform and within the large
world of educational policyStudies conducted over the past several years have repeathkthonstrated that far

fewer American students are completing higbhool with diplomas than had previously been realized. Whereas
the conventional wisdom had long placed the graduation rate around 85 percent, a growing consensus has
emerged that only about seven in 10 students are actually successfully finishing hdgh. €eraduation rates are

even loweramongcertain student populationgarticularly racial and ethnic minorities and males.

That same conventional wisdoalso suggestthat the type of community in which a student lives and attends
schoolwill exert a stong and pervasive influence @nvaiety of educational outcomesrhisconnection between

place and performancappliesto both the experiencesf individual students andhe collective performancef

schools and school systenftrikingdifferences betwen schools situated in urban and suburban environments,

for instance, have frequently been documented lire tarea of tested achievemerAn analysis byhe EPEResearch

Centeralso showghat high school graduation rates are 15 percentage points loweKigt y I G A2y Qa dzNb I y
when compared with those located ithe suburbs.Despite the acknowledged importance sfich contextual

factors, apart from attention to broad nationdevel patterns, there has beelimited detailed investigation into

the connecion betweenwhere a young person lives and his or her chamfggaduating from high school.

This report takes a geographicaihformed approach to the issue of high school completion. Specifically, we
examinegraduation rates in the school districtS§ NJJA y 3 (i K $nos¢popllbuBofti€szas welhas the larger

metropolitan areas in which they are situateResults show that graduation rates are considerably lower in the
yEGA2yQa f I NH & in th©dverdgsurbariildcalggrthér, feBeine disparitiesemergein a number

2F GKS O2dzy iNEQA I NBSAG 968l byRubigbinky§téms may Ndikeia likehdsS NS & ( dz
their urban peergo graduate from high school.

Figure 1: National High School Graduation Rates, 2003-04
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\The Geography of Public Education

TheNat i BOrdrgest Cities

CKAAd NBLRNI O2yOSYidNIlIiGSa 2y (GKS LISNF2NXIyOS 2F ! YSNA O}
The 50most heavilypopulatedcities in the nation were identified using 2006 data from the U.S. Census Bureau.

With a population of 8.2 million, New York is by far the largest city ircthentry. Los Angeles and Chicago follow

with 3.8 and 2.8 million residents respectivelyichita rounds out the tofp0. With a population ofabout 358,000

the leading city oKansaisless than ondwentieth the size of New York City

These urban centers are widely distributed across the nation, witkbtbpiies scattered acrosg9 states and the
District of Columbia. Butve note especiallyheavy concentrations dthese cities along the East Coast (with six
major urban centers arrayed between Virginia and Bostam)Texas (with seven), andn the West Coast

I FEAF2NY AL Ff2yS A amokpopdousties. SAIKG 2F ! YSNA O Qa

For this study, the EPE Research Cesiegled ot 1 KS aOK22f RAAGNAOGA ASNBAY3A (K
AYF2NXIEGAZ2Y FNRY (G4KS /2YY2y [ 2NB 2F 5F+d4F o//503% GKS |
schools andlocal education agencies (school district§pecifically, he CCD contas directoy information

indicating the physical location dhe RA & G N&A O Q& OrguSizationll configaratidnawdHndthe public
educationsector varydramaticallyfrom placeto placeacross the nation. In some states, local education agencies

span entire counties, whereas in otheegionsschool districtsmay bearrangedalong township or evemnore-

localized lins. AboutK I £ ¥ 2F GKS ylFiAz2yQa fI NBSad ORA lachegorythiB & SNIIS
excludes for example, spervisory unions without student enroliment ancharter school agenciesHowever,

other citiesare home to as many as Isparatedistricts €.g.,San Antonio, Texas

Figure 2: The Nation § 50 Most Populous Cities
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